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REVIEWS 693 

Industrial Poisoning from Fumes, Gases, and Poisons of Manu- 
facturing Processes. By Dr. J. Rambotjsek; translated and 
edited by Thomas M. Legge, M.D., D.P.H. New York: 
Longmans, Green & Co., 1913. 

Physicians in industrial establishments, factory inspectors, and 
students of the hygiene of industry will find in the volume of Rambousek 
a convenient summary of the subject treated. The work is divided 
into three parts: descriptions of the industries and processes attended 
with the risk of poisoning, pathology and treatment, and preventive 
measures against industrial poisoning. 

C. R. Henderson 

University of Chicago 



Religious Chastity. An Ethnological Study. By Elsie Clews 
Parsons. New York: privately published under the nom- 
de-plume of John Main, 1913. Pp. xii-f-365; Appendix, 
Bibliography, Index. 

The spirit in which this work is evidently undertaken is explained 
by the statement, "similarities in culture point, not to the existence of 
set cultural stages through which all societies must pass, but to the 
homogeneity of human mind and its tendency to express itself, given 
like circumstances, in like ways." The author has taken considerable 
pains to get together a great mass of material from diverse primary 
sources which deals with human belief and practice centering around 
supposed relations of the living with the recently dead. From the 
comparison of different customs and ceremonies she educes additional 
evidence to substantiate the modern ethnological principle above enun- 
ciated. 

Fear of the recently dead leads primitive man to the invention of 
various schemes to trick or frighten away the importunate ghost. The 
widow, being especially liable to death infection, must be scrupulously 
disinfected by show of bereavement. The "haunted" widow has to 
undergo cleanings, else remarriage will be dangerous for her and her 
man. The exaggerated observance of mourning customs is usually 
incumbent upon the widow. Where ghost fear yields to ghost love, 
care for the comfort of the dead is paramount in funeral and mourning 
customs. The widow is the one who has special responsibility to cater 
to his daily need of food and drink, to be the custodian of his corpse or 



